Australia’s Golden Outback

Australia’s Golden Outback encompasses
more than half of the State, with landscapes
varying from the wild south coast to the
vast, ancient plains of the outback. You’ll
need to be well prepared and equipped
to venture into some of the more remote
national parks of this area. But those who
strike out into this region will be rewarded
with some of the State’s most spectacular
scenery—from

the

ruggedly

beautiful

coastline around Esperance, to the almighty
hulk of Mount Augustus in the Gascoyne.
The region is also home to the Great Western
Woodlands, the largest remaining area of
intact Mediterranean-climate woodland on
Earth. Most of the region is best visited in
winter and spring when temperatures are
cooler and seasonal wildflowers burst into
bloom, transforming whole landscapes into
oceans of swaying colour. However, the
south coastal parts of the region are most
popular in summer when temperatures are
pleasantly warm and the ocean sparkles in
intense shades of green and blue.

Left Kennedy Range National Park.
Photo – Samille Mitchell/DEC
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Ke n n e d y R a n g e N a t i o n a l P a r k

Kennedy Range National Park boasts 141,660 hectares
of Gascoyne wilderness. The towering walls of the
range form the centrepiece of the park—a golden mesa
stretching some 80 kilometres in a north-south direction.
It is the beauty of this mesa, its craggy crevices and sheer
cliff face, that lures visitors. But despite its growing
popularity, the park retains a feeling of being untouched.

H is t or y
The Kennedy Range separated the land of the Maia
Aboriginal people to the west and the Malgaru people
to the east.
The range is the subject of Dreamtime stories involving
a kangaroo and snake who travelled across the land
creating the range and other landforms all the way to
Cape Range in Exmouth.
The Kennedy Range entered European history books
when Francis Gregory explored the Gascoyne region
in 1858, naming the range in honour of a Governor of
Western Australia, Arthur Edward Kennedy.
Within 20 years, pastoral leases were taken up along
the Gascoyne and Lyons rivers. However, the rugged
topography of the Kennedy Range meant the area was
largely spared from the impact of pastoralism.

Left The Kennedy Range stretches some 80 kilometres
through Kennedy Range National Park.
Photo – Samille Mitchell/DEC
Right Dozens of wildflower species can be found in the park.
Photo – Jiri Lochman
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N a tu ra l a ttra ction s
Kennedy Range National Park features an ancient
landscape, sculpted by the hands of time to form a
giant mesa. This mesa is an ancient seabed, left as the
surrounding landscape eroded over the millennia. The
erosion has left a series of spectacular cliff faces, rising
up to 100 metres above the surrounding Lyons River
plain.
The ancient nature of the rocks is evident in the fossils
visible today. Visitors may see marine fossils in the range’s
sandstone strata. In more remote sections of the park,
fossilised plant specimens represent the earliest known
occurrence of banksias in Australia.

and 20 species of native mammal, including nine bats.
Feral goats cause great damage to the landscape and are
the subject of DEC control programs.

Exp lo ring the p ark
Visitors to the Kennedy Range can access the eastern,
and arguably most spectacular, side of the range. Journey
about 45 kilometres north of Gascoyne Junction on a
gravel road and turn west into the national park. Though
unsealed, these roads are suitable for most two-wheeldrive vehicles. Visitors can also access day-use sites at
Drapers Gorge, Honeycomb Gorge and Sunrise View.

C am p ing
There is a basic campground at Temple Gorge, with walk
trails, sealed vault toilets and information. During the
winter months, visitors may also encounter campground
hosts—volunteers who camp in the national park,
welcoming visitors and helping DEC with management.

Today the park supports more than 400 native plant
species, of which at least 80 are annual wildflowers.
After good winter rains, the park bursts into spectacular
blooms of arid flora species such as mulla mullas, poverty
bushes and fan flowers—species which are particularly
beautiful set against the rugged backdrop of the range.
The top of the range features a series of red sand dunes,
vegetated with spinifex, wattle, mallee and other small
shrubs.

Below A number of mulla mulla species flower in the
park after good winter rains.

Visitors to the park may also spot some of its wildlife.
The park is home to 33 reptile species, 103 bird species

Right Kennedy Range.
Photos – Jiri Lochman

Pa r k fa c t s
Where is it? 170 kilometres east of Carnarvon and 60 kilometres north of Gascoyne Junction.
Total area: 141,660 hectares.
What to do: Hiking, wildlife watching, wildflower viewing, photography.
Facilities: Camping area, sealed vault toilets.
Camping: You can camp at Temple Gorge. Camping fees apply.
Nearest DEC office: Carnarvon Regional Office, 59 Olivia Terrace, Carnarvon, phone (08) 9941 3754.
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Kalbarri National Park

Kalbarri is nestled at the mouth of the Murchison River,
which journeys more than 700 kilometres from the
desert heart of the State to drain into the Indian Ocean.
Some 190,000 hectares of spectacular national park
embrace the township, offering an enchanting world of
gorges, cliffs, sandplains and wildlife.

History

Explorer George Grey visited the Kalbarri area in 1839
when his party’s boats were dashed against rocks in the
surf in a landing attempt. With their last remaining boats
wrecked, the men were left stranded at Kalbarri without
supplies and were forced to set out on a long march
back to Perth. Grey named the Murchison River after
geologist Sir Roderick Murchison, then President of the
Royal Geographical Society of London.

Long before European settlers arrived in the Kalbarri
area, Aboriginal people known as the Nanda inhabited
the region’s diverse and spectacular environment. While
no one is exactly sure how long these people have
lived here, there is little doubt they have done so for
thousands of years.
Aboriginal people believe mythological Dreamtime
beings sculpted the land to its present design. A serpent
known as the Beemarra was and remains particularly
revered for its role in creating the landscape.
The first European people to set foot in Kalbarri may
have been the first white people to ever have lived in
Australia. Long before Captain Cook sailed the eastern
coast, two survivors of the Batavia shipwreck of 1629
were marooned on the Western Australian coast as
punishment for their role in a gruesome and bloody
mutiny on the nearby Abrolhos Islands. Many believe
the duo was left to fend for themselves at the place now
known as Wittecarra Creek in Kalbarri. A plaque on a
stone at the site commemorates this little-known part of
Western Australian history.

Left The view from Pot Alley, Kalbarri National Park.
Photo – David Bettini
Right The Murchison River flows through Kalbarri National
Park.
Photo – Samille Mitchell/DEC
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W indow ba ck in time
The spectacular gorges of Kalbarri National Park have been sculpted by the hands of time. This process began more than
420 million years ago when Australia was part of the ancient landmass Pangaea. During these ancient, inhospitable
times, the area that is now Kalbarri was part of a gigantic river system that discharged into a shallow sea. Between 250
and 205 million years ago, wind and floodwaters whipped sand from a massive inland mountain range known as the
Yilgarn Block into the Kalbarri area. More recently, during the late Tertiary period (between 1.6 and 65 million years
ago), the Murchison River began to flow through the landscape, carving out a path which revealed the sedimentary
formation laid down all those years ago.
The shifting sands of this ancient environment have captured secrets to life here some 420 million years ago. Windborne sands fell across the land, in the process covering and preserving tracks left in the damp earth. Fast forward
through the millennia and the erosion of the rocks has revealed these ancient calling cards.
Rocks riddled with tube-like markings are the signature of ancient worms, known as skolithos, which once burrowed
in the sand here, while different markings in the rock reveal the footprints of a creature which looked like a giant
scorpion. Still different tracks imprisoned in the rocks in Kalbarri National Park show the path of a giant cockroach-like
arthropod with 11 pairs of legs, known as an euthycarcinoid.
In the sandstone north of Kalbarri, scientists have also unearthed the incomplete tail of an unidentified creature thought
to be a theropod dinosaur—the same group of dinosaurs that includes the famous Tyrannosaurus rex. Scientists also
discovered partial remains of an ancient creature of the genus Platypterygius—an extinct dolphin-like animal that grew
up to seven metres long—as well as the remains of an ancient marine animal called Leptocleidus clemai—a type of
pliosaurid reptile that lived in the region about 146 to 65 million years ago and grew 2.5 to three metres long.

Right Hiking in the river
gorges of Kalbarri National
Park.
Far right Kalbarri river
gorges.
Photos – Samille Mitchell/DEC

Pa r k fa c t s
Where is it? 600 kilometres north of Perth, 150 kilometres north of Geraldton.
Total area: 190,000 hectares.
What to do: Hiking, photography, sightseeing, whale watching, canoeing, fishing, swimming.
Facilities: Toilets, picnic tables. No drinking water is available in the park.
Camping: Groups hiking overnight in the river gorge can camp in the park by arrangement with the park
ranger. Otherwise you can camp at the nearby town of Kalbarri.
Entry fees apply.
Nearest DEC office: Kalbarri National Park, Ajana-Kalbarri Road, Kalbarri, phone (08) 9937 1140.

220

Australia’s Coral Coast

Australia’s Coral Coast

221

