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Day’s end: Sunset turns the clouds aflame with colour at Karijini. Pictures: Samille Mitchell

Karijini a natural work of art
Mother Nature has been hard at work in the North-West. Samille Mitchell reports.

S

Rock art: Tortured swirls of rock provide a colourful palette in Hamersley Gorge.

tand atop a gorge at
Karijini National Park and
you’ll find yourself
overwhelmed by the
wonders of Mother
Nature. Over some 2500 million
years, she has worked here to create
the most majestic of landscapes.
It began in a hostile time when life
was nothing but simple bacteria and
algae. The ground plan for Karijini
was laid on an ancient sea floor
where fine-grained sediment
gradually accumulated.
Next, nature was forceful,
compressing the rocks which had
formed here and causing them to
buckle and lift to the surface of the
ancient ocean. Then, over millions of
years, wind and rain eroded the
landscape to its present-day beauty.
Plunging gorges so narrow you
can reach out and touch the cool
rocks on either side were created. In
other areas, yawning cathedrals of
rock were sculpted and carved into

massive natural amphitheatres.
The gorges were adorned with
waterfalls cascading over many
levels, softening this otherwise harsh
landscape.
Emerald pools were placed in
stark contrast to the rust red and
black of the rock and the landscape
surrounding the gorges was cloaked
in spinifex, harsh by day but
transformed into a glowing halo-like
gold in the early morning or late
afternoon light. The result is a
breathtaking landscape — possibly
WA’s most spectacular, yet
underrated, natural attraction.
Still, word is spreading about this
natural gem in the Pilbara, and new
eco-tent, safari-styled
accommodation has opened, offering
a stylish alternative to everyday
camping. The new Karijini
EcoRetreat is near the stunning
expanses of Joffre Gorge. You can
take a walk trail from the campsite
to the gorge and clamber down a

EXPERIENCE PERTH
from $151

Perth has a superb location overlooking the Swan River
and a lively outdoor lifestyle, making the city a perfect
weekend getaway. Sample the restaurants, take in a
show or hit the shops! Packages start from $151 for
2 nights accommodation and car hire.

All Seasons Perth $151
In the heart of vibrant Northbridge, with many restaurants,
bars, cafes and nightclubs within walking distance.

Hotel Ibis Perth $164
Located In the heart of the city and only 300 metres from the
Murray and Hay Street shopping malls.

Mercure Hotel Perth $196
Experience comfort, space and charm with a restaurant, café,
bar, heated rooftop swimming pool, spa, sauna and gym.

Novotel Langley Perth $236
Offering views of the city and Swan River our bonus
inclusions add a taste of luxury with bathrobes, slippers and
a special evening expression treat!

Call Broome & The Kimberley Holidays on 1300 245 565 or your local travel agent
Ask about our special airfares with Skywest from your home port
Conditions apply. Subject to availability. Prices per person twin share. Airfares not included. Prices are correct at time of issue but may fluctuate due to changes in
charges and taxes. Payment due within 72 hours of booking. A surcharge will be applied for credit card transactions. Car hire is based on compact vehicle with 100kms
per day. Additional insurance charges, taxes and fees will apply as per Thrifty Car Hire conditions. Valid for travel to 31 Aug 07. Lic No 9TA00613 CAN 053 109 185

marked path to its base. Here, water
cascades down a cliff face with
step-like rocks to a darkened pool.
Then the gorge narrows and the
water is pushed through a smaller
gap, creating rushing white waters
tumbling over smooth black rock.
You can climb up alongside the
waterfall on the step-like rocks and
swim in a pool at the top.
From here you can take in views
down the waterfall, across the pool
embraced by a circle of towering
rock and into the narrowing gorge in
the distance.
The less adventurous can also take
in the beauty of the gorge from the
Joffre Falls Lookout which allows a
better appreciation of the scale of the
gorge by setting it against the
surrounding landscape.
On the same side of the national
park, four mighty gorges — the
Hancock, Weano, Knox and Red —
join in a spectacular collision of
yawning depths and brilliant red

HOTEL ‘GATEWAY’
Prime land is being offered for a new
tourism accommodation project in Tom
Price, to serve as the gateway to Karijini
National Park. Expressions of interest for
developing the three-and-a-half hectare site
are being sought under the State
Government’s Landbank initiative.
Landbank identifies tourism sites and
works to obtain the necessary approvals to
make them “investor ready”.
“This site offers a unique investment
opportunity to develop a new hotel at the
gateway to the spectacular Karijini National
Park,” Tourism Minister Sheila McHale says.
She adds that successful development of
the site will meet growing demand for
accommodation from increasing numbers of
visitors. Tourism WA’s pre-feasibility study
suggests that a four-star development with
facilities such as a restaurant would appeal
to tourists and business travellers.
“More than 100,000 people visit the park
each year and more high-quality
accommodation in Tom Price will ensure a
sustainable tourism future for this
important Pilbara town,” Ms McHale says.
Central Kimberley-Pilbara MLA Tom
Stephens welcomed the announcement. The
Landbank initiative aims to release up to 20
tourism sites by 2010.
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rocks.
Views of this meeting place of
ancient giants from Oxer Lookout
peer about 120m down to the water.
In the late afternoon, the rocks emit
a surreal red glow as if they are alive;
giant, eerie sentinels of the outback.
Drive a little further and you’ll
find Weano Gorge. Here you can
walk through the heart of the gorge
to Handrail Pool.
A path from the Weano Gorge
carpark follows the water way down.
Soon you’ll find yourself at the foot
of towering black cliffs just a metre
apart. It is dark in here — the sky
nearly shut out by the soaring cliff
walls.
Climb through the narrow gorge
and eventually you will reach a
handrail which allows you to enter
an emerald pool enclosed by
towering, circular walls.
Though reasonably safe, you feel
like an adventurer discovering some
secret labyrinth through the rock.
It’s a deliciously heady and exciting
experience.
The other side of the national
park offers still more natural
treasures, including Dales Gorge,
which is home to the pretty waters
of Circular Pool.
Stand high above at the lookout
and you’ll see the green circular pool
surrounded by soaring red walls of
the gorge. Water trickling through
underground aquifers pours out of
the rocks, creating a microhabitat
where ferns grow.
Such an oasis also exists at Fern
Pool. Walk 800m down to Fortescue
Falls, with a lovely swimming pool at
the bottom of the falls, and then on
to Fern Pool. The pool is surrounded
by paperbark trees and delicate
maiden hair fern – a lush surprise in
this often harsh environment.
This side of the national park is
also home to the Karijini Visitor
Centre.
The centre is stunningly designed

Tortured swirls
of rock sweep
down through
the gorge . . .
to fit into the surrounding landscape
and provides a wealth of information
on the region’s rich Aboriginal,
pastoral and natural history.
Indeed, the centre is celebrated as
an excellent example of Aboriginal
people working together with
Government to protect and promote
their homeland.
You can visit the centre and some
amazing gorges as part of a Lestok
Tour. Your guide will pick you up
from Tom Price or the Karijini
EcoRetreat and take you on a bus to
each of the gorges. You’ll have the
chance to climb into many of the
gorges and have a swim, while the
guide also points out bush tucker
and animals.
While the Lestok Tour includes
the most popular gorges, several
others are also open to visitors,
including the spectacular Hamersley
Gorge.
This gorge is at the northern end
of the park and is some drive away
but is well worth the time on the
road. Tortured swirls of rock sweep
down through the gorge, waterfalls
rush into tranquil pools and gnarled
gum trees grow with their roots
entwined in the rocks.
You can clamber through the
pools and up the rocks to an
upstream pool known as Spa Pool.
Mother Nature was being
particularly creative here. She
fashioned a waterway which cascades
down a small waterfall into a pool
framed by an almost heart-shaped
rock.
It’s lovely to sit in the emerald
waters, the waterfall pounding your
back like a massage and marvel at
Mother Nature’s handiwork while an
intense blue Karijini sky gazes
down.
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4WD ECO-TOUR IN MID-WEST
Join Paul Robb on his Unique Creek Eco-Tour, which leaves daily from the Geraldton
Visitor Centre, and experience the panoramic views in the Chapman Valley as you
cross the Moresby Ranges travelling in comfort and safety on the only 4WD
eco-tour in the Mid-west. Observe the unique flora and fauna while enjoying the
educational commentary on the native wildlife, heritage and geology of the ancient
Chapman River Valley. This “must-do” tour leaves at 8am and returns at 3pm.
Details: Call 9964 6407, 0427 080 400 or visit www.uniquecreek.com.au.

colours of spring and the numerous varieties of wildflowers. Just out of town water
lovers will find Big Brook Dam, the perfect place for fishing, swimming or canoeing.
Or simply to sit and enjoy the peaceful forest surrounds. For the fishing enthusiast,
Pemberton’s rivers and streams are home to trout, perch and marron, with the
licences required for trout and marron fishing available at the local post office.
Further information on all of the above can be obtained from Pemberton Tourist
Centre on 1800 671 133.

INTREPID TREK INTO HISTORIC KIMBERLEY
GRAB AN ARTISANS’ GUIDE FOR MARGARET RIVER
Travellers heading to Margaret River should pick up a copy of the free Artisans
map and guide, which offers a brief description of the area’s 31 galleries and shows
their location. Visitors will have an opportunity to meet the artists and watch them
at work while visiting the showrooms. Artworks include pottery, jewellery,
hand-crafted furniture and sculpture. Details: Visitor centres or
www.margaretriverartisans.com.au.

VARIED ADVENTURES AROUND PEMBERTON
Pemberton has a variety of experiences for visitors, from sandy white beaches and
national parks to the surrounding karri forest. During the 1930s and 1940s the
karri trees were used as lookouts for spotting fires, today the adventurous traveller
can climb the Gloucester Tree in the Gloucester National Park or the Dave Evans
Bicentennial Tree and Diamond Tree, a 15-minute drive from town. Pemberton is
surrounded by three national parks, the Gloucester, Warren and Beedelup, and the
town is close to the D’Entrecasteaux and Shannon national parks. From September
to mid-November visitors can enjoy the karri forest as it comes alive with the

Always one to seek out new ways to experience local cultures, Intrepid Travel has a
new Australian adventure: the Kimberley Indigenous Experience. Intrepid’s new
Kimberley trip encompasses the broad plateaus, dramatic gorges and hidden
waterholes that have evolved over 350 million years and provides an insight into
the ancient culture of indigenous Australians. The eight-day Kimberley Indigenous
Experience offers a window into a prehistoric world and was put together by
former Intrepid employee and Broome local Jen Bird. After 10 years at Intrepid, as
a leader in South-East Asia and at head office as communications manager, Ms
Bird relocated to the Kimberley early this year seeking a new challenge and change
of pace. After five months exploring her spectacular new backyard, Ms Bird has
established strong relationships with the local people and discovered the region’s
hidden secrets. The trip departs from Broome and travellers visit the Bardi people,
camp by the ocean at Cape Leveque, explore remote gorges and spot crocodiles,
see the Beagle Bay pearl shell church, are welcomed to the Biridu community, learn
about bush tucker, take part in a traditional smoking ceremony and cool off in
hidden swimming holes. It is priced from $1560. Departure dates are September 2
and October 7. Details: www.intrepidtravel.com.

2008 EUROPE, EGYPT &
RUSSIA RIVER CRUISING

SAVE

UP TO

$1,160*

PER COU
PLE

EXCLUSIVE SAILINGS

FRENCH BALCONIES*

EXPLORE BY BIKE

APT OWNED SHIPS

Fully escorted by an APT Tour
and Cruise Director. FREE transfers
on first and last day of tour.

Many of the cabins feature all-weather
private French Balconies and floor
to ceiling glass sliding doors.

Complimentary bicycles are on board
for you to explore villages. Available
on APT Amadeus Waterways Ships.

APT’s exclusive boutique ships are
the ideal size for European rivers and
dock right in the heart of villages.

NEW Slovenia & Magnificent Europe

NEW Amsterdam, Istanbul & Gallipoli

NEW Italy & Magnificent Europe

14 nights aboard an APT ms Amadeus Waterways
Ship, visit Lake Bled & Piran, 3 nights in Ljubljana,
2 nights in Venice, overnight in Portoroz, Zagreb
& Budapest, 55 meals, quality wine with dinner

21 nights aboard ms Sound of Music, cruise the
4 great rivers of Europe, visit Gallipoli Peninsula,
2 nights in Istanbul, overnight in Cannakle &
Nessebur, 68 meals, quality wine with dinner

14 nights aboard an APT ms Amadeus Waterways
Ship, 2 nights in Rome, Venice & Florence, visit
Portoﬁno, day trip to Cinque Terre, Graz, Heviz
& Budapest, 61 meals, quality wine with dinner

23 Days

Amsterdam

Price from

$9,395*
per person
twin share.
Dep. 5 Jul.
& 2 Aug. 08
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26 Days
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per person
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Russian Waterways BEST SELLER

NEW Majesty of Egypt

12 nights aboard ms Tolstoy, Moscow &
St Petersburg city tour, cruise the Volga, Svir
& Neva rivers, offering a fascinating perspective
on Russia’s past & present, 35 meals, quality wine
with dinner

4 nights aboard ms Tamr Henna, 4 nights
in Cairo, 2 nights in Alexandria, enjoy an
in-depth exploration of Egypt, Nile cruise to
Aswan, marvel at the magniﬁcent temples at
Abu Simbel, ﬁnest dining includes 21 meals

13 Days
Price from
*

$3,595

per person
twin share.
Dep.
May-Sep. 08

SAVE $20
0*
per co
uple
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Price from

$3,395*
per person
twin share.
Dep. Jan.-May
& Sep.-Dec. 08

Valley of Kings
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Order yourr
FREE DVD
& NEW
brochure
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FLY FREE TO EUROPE 07/08*
When you book APT World Discoveries’
15 Day Magniﬁcent Europe Cruise from
Amsterdam to Budapest.
PRICE from $4,935* pp, twin share,
including air. Add taxes from $540pp
and $260 port charges pp.
APT Amadeus Waterways Ships
departing 4 & 18 Nov. 2007*
and 2, 9 & 16 Nov 2008.
✓ Private French Balconies in 82% of suites
✓ 20% more public interior space per guest
✓ Complimentary bikes
ms Sound of Music
departing 1 & 15 March 2008.
✓ Largest Wellness Area ✓ Private French
Balconies in all suites on the Violin deck
✓ Boutique size – max. of 128 passengers

Call 1800 335 003
C
or tell your travel agent it must be APT
o

WORLD
DISCOVERIES

www.aptouring.com.au
w
*Conditions apply. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Subject to availability. Book & deposit by 30 Sep. 2007. APT reserves the right to withdraw the offer at any time. Prices based on Category E cabin. Port taxes are additional.
23 Day Slovenia add $260pp port charges. 26 Day Amsterdam price based on 30 Sep. 08 departure & add $385pp port charges. 27 Day Italy add $260pp port charges. 11 Day Egypt price based on May & Sep. 08 departure, add $130pp arrival
& departure transfers. 13 Day Russian price based on 28 Sep. 08 departure, add $150pp port charges, add $130pp arrival & departure transfers, transfers to Moscow’s Domodedovo Airport attracts a surcharge. FLY FREE to Europe offer is valid on
15 day ‘Magniﬁcent Europe’ cruise (2007 dates: EUM15 or EUMR15, 2008 dates: EUMC15 or EUMRC15). A non-refundable deposit of $1,500 due within 7 days, ﬁnal payment by 3 Dec. Limited seats on set departures. Tipping not included. Flights
are from Syd/Mel/Bris/Perth to Amsterdam or Budapest and returning to Syd/Mel/Bris/Perth from Amsterdam or Budapest. Based on Austrian V class and Thai Airways S class and subject to ﬂight booking class availability. Surcharges apply for other
classes. Once tickets are issued, no changes on outbound ﬂights, cancellation and amendment fees apply for return ﬂights. Surcharge may apply to variations of airline routings. Add $540 airport taxes, subject to change and vary for each departure
point and airline routing. Any accommodation needed due to ﬂight schedules is at an additional cost. Free arrival & departure transfers on 2008 dates. Pay additional $120pp on 2007 departure dates. French Balconies availablle on APT Amadeus
Waterways Ships & ms Sound of Music. See APT’s Europe & Russian 2008 brochure for full terms and conditions. ^Tipping is included on cruise portion only for cruise director and crew. ABN 44 004 684 619 Lic No 30112 MKT4387

